REMINISCENCES OF PUBLIC MEN         259

the chief officers of the army assigned the first place to
General Grant, and never in any other war of modern times
has there been equal opportunity for the application of a
satisfactory test to leaders. In all the wars in which Eng-
land has been engaged since the fall of Napoleon, except,
possibly, the Crimean War, the opposing forces have been
composed of inferior races of men. The fields of contest
have been in India, Egypt and South Africa. From such
contests no satisfactory opinion can be formed as to the
qualities of the leaders of the victorious forces.

In our Civil War the men and the officers were of the
same race in the main, and the educated officers had been
alike trained at West Point. Except in numbers, the armies of
the North and the South were upon an equality, and in all the
great contests, the numbers engaged were equal substantially.
The quality of the men and officers may be gauged and
measured with accuracy from the fact that at Shiloh, in
the Wilderness and at Gettysburg the same fields were con-
tested for two and three continuous days. It has been said
of Mr. Adams that when an English sympathizer with the
South lauded the bravery of the Southern Army, Mr. Adams
replied: "Yes, they are brave men; they are my country-
men/'

The Southern Army was composed of brave men and its
officers were qualified by training and experience to com-
mand any army and to contest for supremacy on any field.

My readers should not assume that I have avoided a dis-
cussion of the characteristics of General Grant in his per-
sonality and as a civil magistrate.

The voice of those who in 1872 denied his ability and
questioned his integrity is no longer heard; but there are
those at home and abroad who either teach or accept the
notion that General Grant has become great historically by
having been the favorite of fortune.